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The Child and Youth Safety Strategy was developed by the Child and Youth Safety Sub-
Committee of the Central Australian Safer Communities Committee in conjunction with
the Alice in Ten Quality of Life Project.

Thedevelopment of the Strategy was assi sted by funding received from the Department of
Health and Community Services, the Office of Crime Prevention and the Department of the
Chief Minister for theemployment of aCrime Prevention Project Officer.

Thedevelopment of the Strategy was possible because of the strong commitment of those
agenciesinvolved to achieving the best possible outcomesfor the children and young people
of Alice Springsthrough interagency collaboration and partnerships. Theseagenciesare
mentionedinthe Acknowledgements.
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Childrenand youth safety strategy Commission
Artist: Margaret Kamarre Turner

Thethree circlesin the middle of the painting carry the lives of people.

In thecircle at the top left is ‘when people have healthy lives. When they share and everything,
together. That's how people gather- every skin group, every family.” The circleis surrounded by a
necklace made of seeds, the necklace is strong.

Thecircleto the top right is ‘when the kids drift away, they arelost. They see things thrown around,
thrown at them. They fedl like bits of everything, walking around in circles, like they are not wanted.’
The necklace of seeds around this circle are broken and disjointed

The circlie beneath these is ‘when the kids get out, they get out and heal. When the family gets them,
sing them, they go hunting. There is a coolamon smoking those people- get those people strong.
They get back to hunting and walking together. They learn back.” The circle of seeds on the necklace
is growing strong again.

Between all the circles are the footsteps of people who are going through all this, they are watched,
when they turn back to strength. The people watching them are shown in ‘U’ Shapes along the
pathways between the circles.

In the background are ‘all the flowers and tracks of animals. All the flowers are what the animals eat.’
Just to the right of the lower circle are ‘' Branches waving over them asthey go past.” In the middle of
all the circles are four sets of three wavey lines, these signify the smoking ceremony when people are
coming back and growing strong again.

Thewavy large brown lineisthe ‘family line- how the family line runs, we can’t seeit, wejust know it.
It cuts onto this creekand then its another family’s, and it cutsinto another creek and another family.’

All around the background are different bush foods ‘ Arrutnenge (passionfruit) and bush foods are
what people eat. The footprints are where everyone goes.’” ‘ The footprints are while people are
hunting.” Other bush foods shown are Atwakeye ( Bush Orange), Alangkwe ( Bush Banana) and
Katyerre (Bush Sultana).

Please note: Plain text indicates Margaret’s explanation, with I talics being used when sheis not directly
guoted.
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Foreword

Our children and young peopl e pose the greatest challengeto our community. Do we have
the skillsto embrace them and support them to be the best personsthey can be, andto
have availableto them opportunitiesto play and learn and devel op and grow?

They will inherit therolesof policemen and women, artists, doctors, teachers, paliticians,
sportspeople and parents. They arewill develop asstrongly asweallow them to devel op.

We must enjoy our children and young peopleand cel ebratethelr strengths. They offer
hope, inspiration, and energy, and challenge uswith new ideasand new ways.

Aschildren grow they exploretheir environment and learn from those around them. The
role modelsand opportunities presented to them are beyond their contral. It isfrom these
early experiencesthat they learn how to respond and behave. They learn how to develop
reslienceand they learnin what to believe. Young people coming out of achildhood with
poor rolemodel sand few opportunitiesare presented with avery difficult path ahead. As
many of these children enter adolescence, theredlity of their world dawnsonthem. Their
future possibilities appear hope essand the spark of lifein their eyesdiminishes. Sadness
and anger and confusion arisefrom poverty, pain, grief and loneliness.

Thesocia contextsfaced by disadvantaged children and young people are often complex
and multi faceted requiring aconcentrated and collaborative partnership response by
families, thecommunity and servicesproviders. Thissocid contextsplacevulnerable
children and young peopleat high risk of becoming habituated into lifestyles, which limits
thelr opportunity to participatein and accessthe wedlth, successand healthy lifethat most
young Austrdliansaccept asanindienableright.

ThisStrategy recogniseschildren and young peoplein the context of our community. It
challengesusto work together to createareal futurefor these children and young people.
Whilst thisstrategy recogni sesthe community’sconcern when these children and young
peopleinflict harm on others, it a so recognisesthat disadvantage and despair often drive
theseevents. ItisaStrategy for thewhole of our community and requiresall of usto

participate.

Asacommunity weareresponsiblefor the careand protection of our children and young
people. Itisour responsibility to keep the spark dliveintheir eyesand to offer themthe
greatest and fullest future that we can deliver, freefrom prejudice, judgement and barriers.
This Strategy workstowardsthisgoal.
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| ntroduction

The Child and Youth Safety Strategy isaplan for how theAlice Springscommunity will
respond to issuesfacing the children and young people of our community. The Strategy will
inform government planning for servicesand programsfor our children and young people.
Theemphasiswill be onimproving outcomesfor children and young peopleby diverting them
away fromanti-socid or criminal behaviour, supporting their familiesto carefor them,
enhancing their fedings of acceptance and bel onging withinthe community, increasingthelr
employment and education opportunitiesand providing gppropriate and safeleisure activities.
The Strategy will complement Northern Territory Government initiativesand policiesincluding
Building aBetter Futurefor Young Territorians, theforeshadowed Youth at Risk Strategy, the
Domestic Violenceand Aboriginal Family Violence Strategies, Building aSafer Territory
Together, the Department of Employment, Education and Training’ s Enrolment, Attendance
and Retention Strategy, the Itinerants Strategy, initiativesunder Alicein Ten such asFootprints
Forward and the foreshadowed Northern Territory Crime Prevention Strategy .

TheChief Minigter’'sYouth at Risk Taskforceisamgor initiativefor planning servicesfor
youth at risk and will haveasgnificant impact on theimplementation of thisStrategy. The
Strategy will providealocd framework for the planning and devel opment of servicesarising
from Territory-wideinitiativessuch asthe Youth at Risk Taskforceand national initiativessuch
astheNationa Agendafor Early Childhood.

Thedevelopment of the Strategy wasin part initiated by concern about the presenceof a
group of approximately 20-30 children and young people on the streets at night that appeared
to bewithout adequate adult supervision and by aspate of juvenile crimeand anti-socia
behaviour incidentsin 2001/2002. The need to respond to theseissuesinatimely and
comprehensive manner was centra to the development of thisstrategy.
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Child and Youth Safety Committee

The Child and Youth Safety Committee was established asasub-committee of the Central
Australian Safer Communities Committee (oneof theregiona crime prevention councils
established by the Northern Territory Government) in order to facilitate the devel opment of
the Strategy and to devel op aresponse to concerns about children onthe street at night.
The Child and Youth Safety Committee has been acknowledged by theAlicein Ten Quality
of Life Committeeand the Central Australian Safer Communities Committeeasakey
forumfor consultation and planning inrelation to servicesfor children and young people
who areat risk.

Children and young peoplein Alice Springs

Alice Springshasareatively young popul ation with 8067 (29%) people aged under 19 years.
Theseare spread roughly equally acrossthe agerange. In the Indigenous popul ation 1766
(42%) are under theage of 19. Indigenous people make up about a22% of the population
under theage of 19 whereasthey make up 15% of thetotal population.Inthe Alice Springs
region, Indigenous children and young peopl e comprise 45% of the popul ation under the age
of 19.

Whilst young people are often identified asthe perpetrators of crimeand anti-social behaviour
they area sovictimsof crimeand community neglect. Thecommunity profile (Appendix A)
for the Central Australian Region indicatesthat children and young peoplein our community
are being exposed to anumber of factorsthat placethem at high risk both of engagingin
crimebut a so of being assaulted, abused and neglected' . Some of these primary risk factors
areschool failure, socio-economic disadvantage, poor housing conditions, family violenceand
social isolation (Appendix B). A comparison of Appendix A and Appendix B indicatesthat
Indigenous children and young peoplein Alice Springsareat highrisk. Thiscomparison has
been usedtoidentify prioritiesfor actionwithinthe Alice Springscommunity

LAl statisticscited inthe report are referenced in Appendix A.
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TheStrategy

Scope

The Strategy will addressthe needs of children and young peopleinthe Alice Springswho are
‘at risk’ inan attempt to ensuretheir safety and engagement with the community. Itsprimary
focuswill be on Secondary and Tertiary Interventions. Emphasiswill begiven to the needs of
Indigenous children and young people because of their over-representationinthecrimina
justiceand welfare systems. Over 70% of children and familieswho are clientsof Family and
Children’s Services(the Northern Territory statutory child protection service) are Indigenous.

Definition
Inorder to maintain consi stency with other key strategic planning documents, the definition of
‘at risk’ used by the Youth at Risk Taskforceisadopted here.

“Childrent or young people areregarded asbeing “at risk” if their behaviour and
circumstancesjeopardisesther physical, emotiona or socia development. Itincludes
circumstanceswherethey areat risk of beinginvolved in or impacted upon by crime or anti-
socid behaviour or becoming disconnected from mainstream settings such asfamilies, schools
andthecommunity.”

1. Development of astrategic framework and action plansthat will contributeto areduction
inthenumbersof children and young people considered at risk within Alice Springs.

2. Aplanfor childrenand young peopleto be engaged within our community.

3. Edtablishment of loca structuresthat inform potentia funding providersabout community
prioritiesto ensureimproved loca coordination and appropriate devel opment of
infrastructure,

4. Improved agency coordination and information sharing, data.collection and management
for usein planning and delivering child and youth services.

5. Strengthsand assetswithin the community to respond to community issuesare built upon.

6. Improvedwholeof government and community planning for children and young people.

7. Mapping of community servicesfor childrenand young people

! For the purposes of this Action Plan, areference to a child or young person means that the person is
between the ages of 0-17 yearsinclusive, as is commensurate with the Community Welfare Act (0-17
years) and the Juvenile Justice Act (10-17 years).

$ Morthern Territory Government
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GuidingPrinciples
Thereare seven principlesinforming the devel opment of the Child and Youth Safety Strategy.

* Recognition of theimpact of risk and protectivefactors

Theidentification of specificrisk and protectivefactorswill inform and prioritise Strategiesfor
targetinginterventions (see Appendix B). The Strategy will promote protectivefactorsfor
children and young peopleand reducerisk factorsin order to ensurethe safety of childrenand
young people, increasetheir engagement in community lifeand reducetheir involvementin
anti-socid and crimina behaviour.

¢ Preventionand Early Intervention

Effort needsto bedirected at addressing the causes of young peopl €’ s disconnection from our
community beforethey manifest into crimina and anti-socid behaviour. Failingthispoliciesand
serviceswill beencouraged to take an early intervention approach where possible.

e Community focus

Policiesand serviceswill beresponsiveto local interestsand needs. The Strategy highlights
theneed to usetheexigting strengths of individua's, familiesand communitiesin responding to
the needsof their children and young peopl e.It a so recognisesthat the community are often
the expertsinthese areasand should beinvolved in devising and managing programsto ensure
that they aremeaningful and effective.

*  Evidence-based response

To maximisetheefficiency of policies, Srategiesand servicestheir selection should be based
on current research and evidence of their effectiveness—what works, for whom and where.
Responses should not only be based on concrete data but a so on client expectationsand
satisfactionwith aserviceand local factorsthat influencethedelivery of services. Statistics
regarding juvenilecrimeand young peopleasvictimsof crimewill be collected and reported
along with other statistics gathered by the Office of Crime Preventionin order to better inform
andtarget interventions.

e Saviceddiveryistobeinclusve

Flexibility of policiesand servicesisrequired in order to be ableto respond to the diverse
needsof al children and young people. Thisinturnwill enhance children and young peoples
ability and willingnessto participateinthecommunity.
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*  Whole-of-Community and Whol e-of-Government approach
Itistheresponsibility of both the Government and the community to respond and support
children and young people. Government cannot work aloneto tackle anti-socia and criminal
behaviour. Government and community organisations need to work together to ensurethat a
comprehens ve response can be madeto children and young people. Partnership between
non-government and government agencieswill:

* reduceduplication and overlap between services, resulting inimproved and more

effectivesarviceddivery
* ensuregreater efficiency inthe use of existing resources
* clarify agency rolesand responsibilities

e Indigenoussystemsof Knowledgeand cultural safety

Thereisabody of knowledgethat existswithin theindigenous culturesregarding Child and
Youth safety. Thisincludesafamily approach to the care of responsibility of children and
young peopleand their careand behaviour. Thisstrategy recognisesthat these systemsof
knowledge exist independently to Western expertiseand areequally relevant. The Strategy
supportsthe promotion and inclusion of thisexpertisein any initiativesthat involveindigenous
children and young people. Thereare many socia and cultural protocol spracticed by
indigenous communitiesthat need to berespected for the Strategy to be effective. This
Strategy recognisestheimportance of cultural safety inany policy devel opment, actions,
programs, research or evauation.

M echanismssupporting development

Co-ordination through collaboration, consultation and formal partnershipsarethe mechanisms
whichwill underpin the devel opment of the Strategy. Consultationsundertaken in the course of
the development of the Strategy arelistedin Appendix E.

Peak organisationswill beidentified and consulted in the devel opment of the Strategy. The
Central Australian Young People'sinformation Network (CAY PIN) will be supported asthe
peak body for youthissuesin the Central Austraian region and consulted accordingly. Other
peak organisationswill beidentified and consulted in the ongoing devel opment of the Strategy.

Interagency protocolswill formalise partnershipsand ensurethat partnershipsare based on:
» aclear understanding of rolesand responsibilities
» sharing aclear and common purpose
» effectiveinteragency coordination and communication through the purposeful
dissemination of information between organisations
themaintenance of relevant datacoll ection systemsto support evidence based practice

$ Morthern Territory Government
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Framework for the Strategy

Theframework for the Strategy isdiagrammaticaly represented in Appendix C. It focuseson
four aspectsof thelivesof children and young people;

»  Education and Employment

o SafeFamilyLife

* HedthandWelbeing

»  Socia ConnectionwithinaSafe Community

Key Areasfor Actionand key issuesareidentified. Action Planswhich addressthekey
issuesare described. The Action Planshave several common elementswhich reflect the
Principlesunderpinning the Strategy. Action Plans arti cul ate the evidence base that supports
the need to respond to aparticular issueincluding research and consultation processes
informing thedevel opment of the Action Plan. They identify mechanismsfor partnership
between agencies. They map existing servicesagainst the resourcesrequired and they
describe mechanismsfor the eva uation and monitoring of interventions.

TheAdction Plansare contained in aseparate document. Thisallowsfor greater accessibility,
flexibility and easier reference. It isanticipated that the Action Planswill bethe subject of on-
going consultation and review and that they will develop and changeinlinewith changesinthe
community.

Development and review

The Child and Youth Safety Subcommittee of the Central Australian Safer Communities
Committeewill beresponsiblefor theongoing review and monitoring of the Child and Youth
Safety Strategy for Alice Springs. The Subcommittee hasworked closely with the agencies
responsiblefor the provision of servicesto children and young people. The Subcommittee
will continueto consult widdy with relevant agenciesand the community. They will be
cognisant of emerging research and trendsintheareaof crimeprevention. Thisinformation
will beused to inform the ongoing devel opment of the Child and Youth Safety Strategy Action
Plansto ensurethat the Strategy isresponsive and relevant to community needs. Key
government agencieswith respongbility for planning and funding servicesfor childrenand
young peoplein Key Action Areasareidentifiedinthe Action Plans.

The Officeof Crime Preventionwill support the Subcommitteeinthefurther devel opment of
the Child and Youth Safety Strategy. The Project Officer employed by the Office of Crime
Preventionin Alice Springswill beresponsible, in conjunction with the Subcommittee, for
reviewing the Strategy in the context of the evolving needsof theAlice Springscommunity.
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Endor sement and I mplementation of Strategy

TheChild and Youth Safety Committee (through the Centra Australian Safer Communities
Committee) will present thedraft Action Plansto the Minister for Justicewho also holds
thepost of Minister for Central Australia. They will request that he approach theMinisteria
Standing Committee on Crime Prevention and key government agencieswho hold

respons bility for planning servicesfor children and youth to contributeto thereview and
further development of the Action Plans. Following review by these agenciesthe Childand
Youth Safety Committeewill present thefinalised Action Plansto theMinister for
endorsement. They will request that he present the Action Plansto those government
agenciesfor their endorsement and implementation. The Child and Youth Safety Committee
will review theimplementation of the Strategy inthefirst year of itsoperation and yearly
thereafter. The Child and Youth Safety Committeewill beakey forumwithwhom
government agencies

$ Morthern Territory Government
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SafeFamily Life

Many of thefactorswhich corre ate with theinvolvement of children and young peoplein
crimeand other at risk behavioursarea so significant indictorsfor risk of abuseand neglect. In
other words, children and young peoplewho areinvolvedin crimina activitiesoften come
fromfamiliesand communitieswhere abuse and neglect isoccurring. Family risk factors
indude
*  Parents- young, single parents, parental depression,menta healthissues, substance
use, anti-socid behaviour, violence, unemployment,imprisonment,trauma
«  Poor parenting - poor supervision and discipline, abuse/neglect, regjecting/
unaffectionate,abusive
e Family environment - largefamily, overcrowding, poor housing, premature death of

parents/adults,poverty

Thereisahigh prevdenceof adl theserisk factorsfor familiesin Alice Springs. Alice Springs
hasahigh rate of teenage pregnancy. Substance use, anti-socia behaviour and violenceare
significant factorsinthelivesof many families. Dataon thesefactorsisprovidedintheother
focusareas. Thelack of supervision of children and young peoplewasasignificant factor in
the development of this Strategy.

Household Income

In 2001 the median weekly household incomefor the NT was between $800 to $899. The
mean household sizewasthree, 54% of I ndigenous househol dsin the Central Region earned
lessthan $200 per week.

Child Protection

Therehasbeen asteadily increasing demand for Family and Children’s Servicesin both the
urban and remote areas of Central Australia. Acrossprogram areas cases haveincreased by
72% over aoneyear period. Inaddition to thisthe number of childreninout of homecare
hasalsoincreased. In 1997 the average was between 30-40 children, in 2002 thisnumber
was between 50-60 children. At 30 June 2002 in the Northern Territory therewere 226
childreninthe Care of the Minister, of these 59% were of Aboriginal or Torres Strait |ander
descent.

Territory childrenaremorelikely toliveinarural or remote area, speak English asasecond
language, have high mobility both within and outside of the Territory and beamember of a
blended family or asinglefamily with no acknowledged father. Indigenouschildrenaremore
likely tobegrowing upinlarger families, with lower incomes, more crowded homesand
poorer health outcomes.
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Housing

In January 2003, thewait timefor a3 bedroom home was 34 months. I ndigenoustenants
made up 35% of public housing tenantsin June2002. 1n 2001 the NT home ownershipwas
42% compared to aNational average of 66%. Asat March 2003 theminimum rent for a3
bedroom privately rented housein Alice Springswas $260.

Approximately 1500 Indigenous peoplein Alice Springslive on 18 specia purposeleases
otherwise known astown camps. Much of the housing stock on town campswould be
considered below average by most sectionsof the community. 13% of Indigenous households
werelivinginimprovised dwellings, such astents compared to 5% of non-1ndigenous
households. For theNT Indigenous population therewas 5.4 peoplelivinginahouse
comparedto 2.7 for theNT non-Indigenous population. 1n 1999 30% of Indigenoushousing
stock needed repair or replacement; 35% of the Indigenous population livein communities
affected by water restrictionsand 50% of Indigenouscommunitieswere affected by sewerage
overflowsor leakages.

In 2001 the Northern Territory had the highest rate of youth homel essness (69 per 1,000)
amongst 12to 18 year oldsaswell asthe highest rate nationally of youth homel essnessamong
secondary students. Of these 49% were aged 14 yearsor younger, 44% were 15-16 years,
6% were 17-18 yearsand 1% were 19 yearsor older.

$ Morthern Territory Government
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Key Areasfor Action

Early Identification & Intervention of children and young people who are at risk
Action Plan — Children and young peopleon streetsat night

Action Plan—Interagency case management to addressthe needs of children and young
peopleat risk

Action Plan —Mechanismswhich facilitate community involvement in the planning and
ddivery of servicesfor children and young peopleat risk

Programs for Families of children and young people who are at risk

Action plan—Support for familiesof children and young peoplewho areat risk
Action plan—Support for parenting
Action plan—Domestic and Family Violence

Housing
Action plan—Housing for young people
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Social Connection within

a Safe Community

Risk factorsrelated to alack of socia capital, social cohesion and community capacity are
prevalentin Alice Springs. Theseinclude socio-economic disadvantage, over crowded and
poor housing, lack of services, discrimination, lack of community pride, socid fragmentation,
neighbourhood violenceand crime, cultural normsaccepting violenceand abuseand limited
recregtiona opportunities.

Community Safety

In 2002 there were 3765 property offences and 1043 offences agai nst the person recorded
by Police. Duringthelast quarter of 2002 Policerecorded 231 assaults, 19 sexua assaults,
61 house break-ins, 49 commercial break-ins, 73 motor vehicletheft and related offences,
317 offences of property damage.

In 2002 Alice Springs Policerecorded 1532 offencescommitted in Alice Springsthat were
attributed to juvenile offenders. These offenceswere committed by 325 juvenileswithan
estimated core group of 50 responsiblefor the mgority of these.

In comparisonto therest of Australiathe Northern Territory has over twicetherate of
assaults, 1.7 timestherate of sexual assaults, higher ratesof unlawful entry and theft and
lower rates of motor vehicletheft. Inthe NT Indigenousyoung peopleaged 1524 yearsare
over 8timesmorelikely than other young Australiansto diefrom homicide.

TheAlice Springs JuvenileHolding Centrewas establishedin 1998. If juvenilesare
remanded or sentenced for longer than 4 days, they aretransferred to the Don Dale Juvenile
Detention Centrein Darwin. Between September 2002 and December 2002 thedaily
average number of juvenilesheldindetentionintheNT was 27. Indigenousjuveniles
represented 89% of that population. Based on asample of thelast day of each quarter, on
an averageday thereweretwoto six juvenilesdetained inthe Don Dale Juvenile Detention
Centrefromthe Central Australianregionin 2002. Thisrepresented between 12%to 24%
of tota juveniledetaineesinthe Northern Territory.

TheNorthern Territory hasthe highest rate nationally for fatalities per 100 000 population.
Thelndigenousroad fataity ratewithinthe NT is5 timeshigher than that for non-1ndigenous.
Centra Augtraliaaccounted for 60% of IndigenousfatalitiesintheNT in 2002.

$ Morthern Territory Government
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Representation of Young People

How werepresent young peoplewithin our community iscritical toforming their social
connectednessand sense of community responsbility.

Negative representations of young peopleinthemedia, and public arenas, including the
political arena, can contributetotheir social disconnectedness. It isimportant that we
communicate positiveimagesof young peoplein our community and encouragethemto
participatefully inthelifeof the Territory.

Whileitisimportant that we act strongly to addressyouth related crime, itisequaly
important that we do no demoni se young people asawhole. Thelanguagethat we use must
bewell considered, so that we do not contributeto their social disconnectedness, andinturn
risk anincreaseincrime.

Celebrating Youth

Young people contribute greetly tothelife and thefuture of the Territory. Celebration of
youth cultureiscritical in bridging the generational differencesin our community, and

deve oping aplatform of respect. By recognising the unique contribution young people make
to our community, wewill decreasetheir disengagement and inturnreducetherisk of crime

Key Areasfor Action

Diversion fromthe Criminal Justice System

Action plan—Pre-court Diversion
Actionplan—Court diversion

Building community cohesion

Action plan—Community Engagement through Recregtiond and entertainment activities
Action plan—Participationin decison making

Action plan—Participationin decison making

Action Plan—Positiverepresentation of young peoplein our community
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Many risk factorsfor children and young peopl e are associ ated with poor outcomesin
education and employment. Educationa risk factorsincludelow parental educationlevels,
poor preparation for school, school failure, non-attendance, poor attachment to school,
bullying, peer rejection, anti-social peer group. Risk factorsrel ated to employment include
poor transition to work, poor work skills, lack of opportunitiesfor employment and
unemployment (intergenerationd).

Education

In 1999 the attendance rate at secondary school within the Central Region was 73.5%,
lower thanthe NT average of 78.8%. Retentionratesto Year 12 for studentsarethe
lowest nationally, 42% NT compared to 71% nationally. 1n 1998, 26% of thetotal clients
invocationa education and training werefrom the Central Region. AcrosstheNT in 1998
14% of Indigenous students progressed to Year 12, compared with 80% of non-
indigenousstudents. Elevento sixteen-year-old studentsin remote Indigenous school
wereaveraging around Year 2-3. Theimpact of theselow levelsof literacy on Indigenous
peopl e securing employment isevident. In 1996 10% of the NT Indigenous popul ation
reported they had never attended school.

$ Morthern Territory Government
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Employment

In 2000 unemployment among 15-19 year oldswas 19% and among 20-25 year oldswas
13%. Half of Indigenousincomeisfrom welfare (non-employment) sources, thisrisesto
66%if CDEPincomeisincluded. TheNational Indigenousunemployment rate has
dropped from 19% to 15%, but if CDEPisincluded asunemployment then thisrisesfrom
55%t061%. Indigenous peopleaccount for 25% of all adultsinthe NT, but the
Indigenousshare of total incomeisonly 11%. Thelndigenousshareof incomefrom
employment (excluding CDEP) isonly 4%.

Indigenous unemployment in Alice Springsis 16.3% (compared to 2.9%in the non-
Indigenous population). Thelabour force participationratefor Indigenous people (including
CDEP asunemployed) isonly 28.4% of their population, compared to 75.6% of the non-
Indigenous population.

Key Areasfor Action

Increasing participation and successin education

Action plan - Preparation for school
Action plan - School non-attendance

Increasing access to employment
Action plan —Trangition to Work

ntcrime

prevention

BUDLDIHG A R&FCR TERRITOAY

21



Healthandwell-being

Thehealth outcomesfor Indigenous children and young peoplein Alice Springsarerecogni sed
both nationaly and internationally asdeplorable. Many of the basic servicesand environmental
requirementsfor good health are absent in Indigenous communities. Asaresult Indigenous
children and young peopleare at greater risk than non-Indigenous children and young people
by virtueof livinginan Indigenouscommunity. This Strategy cannot addressthe primary
intervention strategiesrequired to significantly impact on the health and well-being of
Indigenous children and young people. It seeksinstead to addresstheissuesfacing those most
at risk. Risk factorsrelated to physical healthincludelow birth weight, prenatal brain damage,
malnutrition, disability, chronicillnessand substance misuse. Thoserelated to mental health
includepoor socid skills, low self-esteem, lack of empathy/poor attachment, hyperactivity/
impulsvity, low intelligence and aggress on/depresson.

Health

Alice SpringsHospital isa 164-bed teaching hospitd that servicesthe Central Austraian
region. During 2001-2002 the averagelength of stay increased from 3.48t0 3.86 days.
Indigenous patients occupied 77% of theavailablebeds. Indigenous patientsalso tended to
haverdatively longer hospital staysthan do non-Indigenouspatients. Theneedfor rend
dialysistreatments continuesto grow, therate of growth for 2001/2002 was 19% with the
number of Indigenousclientsescalating at adisproportionaterate. Thefive primary reasons
for non-Indigenous hospita stayswere pregnancy and childbirth, musculoskeletal system,
digestive system, circulatory system and respiratory system—inthat order. For Indigenous
patientsthe primary reasonswererespiratory system, pregnancy and childbirth, digestive
system, newbornsand other neonates, muscul oskel etal system—inthat order.

Mortality and morbidity

Theoverall deathratefor the Indigenous popul ationismorethan twicethat for thetotal
Audtralian population. At 16.9%theIndigenousinfant mortaity rateisstill aimost 4 timesthe
non Indigenousrate. AnNT Indigenous post neonate (4 weeksto 12 months) isabout seven
timesmorelikely to be admitted to hospital than an NT non-Indigenous post neonate. NT
Indigenous post neonates had an average of 2.7 conditions associ ated with each episode of
hospital admission comparedto 1.7 for NT non-indigenous neonates.
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Thedeathratefor NT Indigenouschildren aged 1to 14 yearsis5.6 timesthenationd rate
whilethedeath ratefor NT Indigenousyoung peopleaged 15—24 yearsis2.3timesthe
national rate.

Theratesof suicidefor young peopleinthe Northern Territory aged 15 - 24 are 45per
1,000 compared with 29 per 1,000 for other young Austraians

Sexual Health and fertility

Indigenousyoung people aged 15to 24 yearsare 15 timesmorelikely to havean ST
compared with non-1ndigenousyoung people. Theincidenceof STI'sintheNT is
significantly higher thanintherest of Australia. Non-Indigenous Territoriansinthisage
rangearetwiceaslikely to havean STI and IndigenousTerritoriansin thisagerangeare 33
timesmorelikely to havean STI asother Austraiansinthisagerange.

Thefertility ratefor NT Indigenouswomen ishighest amongst the 15-24 year age group,
compared to the 25-34 year agegroup for NT non-Indigenouswomen. NT Indigenous
femalesaged |essthan 15 yearswere 32 timesmorelikely to give birth than non-
Indigenousfemal esof thesameage.

Alcohol

In 1998-1999 the Central Region with 19.7% of thetotal NT population had 24.5% of the
liquor outletsintheNT. Inthe5 yearsto 1998-99 the number of litres purchased per
capitainthe Central Regionwas 19 litres, the second highest of theregionsafter Katherine.
Almost one-third (32) of therestricted areasinthe NT arein Centra region, with 17 of
theseinthe Tanami.

Alcohol Redtrictionswereimplemented within Alice Springson 1% April 2002. Preliminary
resultsfrom the Alcohol Restrictions Eval uation Reference Group are positivein respect to
reducing harm associated with a cohol misuse. Resultsindicatethat during this period there
has been; a10% reduction in alcohol related assaults; 28% fewer Protective Custodies; a
15% reduction in alcohol related ambulance call outs; 16% fewer alcohol related
presentationsto the ASH Emergency Department and 7% fewer at CongressMedical
Clinic.

Whilst d cohol misuseby children and young peopleand their familiesremainsone of the
most significant risk factors, the misuse of other substances such asinhalantsby children
and young peopleisasoasignificant issue.
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Disability

Disahility isakey risk factor for child abuse. High morbidly rates, highlevelsof substance
misuseand highlevesof violencesignificantly increasethelikelihood of higher ratesof
disability. Thelack of demographic dataon theincidenceof disability in Central Australiaisa
key factor impeding the devel opment and planning for servicesinthisarea.

Key Areasfor Action

Key Area for Action - Healthy and resilient individual s

Action plan - Substance Misuse
Action plan - Sexua Hedlth
Action plan- Menta Hedlth
Actionplan- Disability
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Appendices

Appendix A —Central AustraliaRegion Community Profile

The Central Australian Region coversan areaof 546 572 square kilometres, this
encompassestheregionsof Petermann, Sandover —Baance and Tanami.

Population Data

Alice Springshasarelatively young popul ation with 8067 (29%) peopleaged under 19 years.
Theseare spread roughly equally acrossthe agerange. In the Indigenous population 1766
(42%) are under the age of 19. Indigenous people make up about a22% of the population
under the age of 19 whereasthey make up 15% of thetotal population. (ABS2001)

Asat June 2001 the Central Region had 19.7% (39 577) of theNT population. The Central
Region has experienced a1.8% growth rate between 1996 and 2001. Alice Springsisthe
main centrefor theregion and isthe second largest centreinthe NT. Alice Springs
accommodates 66% of the Central Region’spopulation. Acrossthe Central Region 26% of
the population werein the 0-14 age group and 4% were 65 yearsand over (ABS 1362.7
Regiond Statigtics).

Inthe 2001 Censustherewere 13 015 I ndigenous peopl e in the Central Region, agrowth of
8.7% sincethe 1996 Census. Of these gpproximately 36% were aged 0-14 years, indicating
arelatively young Indigenouspopulation. Thelndigenouspopulationinthe Central Region
represents 25.6% of thetotal NT Indigenous population. Withinthe Central Region
gpproximately 14 different Indigenouslanguages are spoken (ATSIC Alice Springs Regional
Council Annua Report 2001-2002).

Household Income

In 2001 the median weekly household incomefor the NT was between $800 to $899, witha
mean household sizeof 3. Withinthe Central Region thesefiguresranged between amedian
income of $1000-1199 and amean household size of 2.7 in Ross, to amedian income of
$600-699 and amean household size of 4.5 in Sandover-Balance (ABS2001). Atthe
household level 54% of I ndigenous househol ds earned lessthan $200 per week (ATSICAlice
SpringsRegional Council Annua Report 2001-2002).
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Employment

TheAlice Springs Town Council reported in 2000 that unemployment among 15-19 year olds
was 19% and among 20-25 year oldswas 13% (Alice Springs Town Council The Quality of
Lifein Alice Springs 2000).

At the 2003 Indigenous Economic Forum thefollowing figureswererel eased; half of
Indigenousincomeisnow from welfare (non-employment) sources, thisrisesto 66%if CDEP
incomeisincluded. TheNational Indigenousunemployment rate hasdropped from 19%to
15%, but if CDEPisincluded as unemployment then thisrisesfrom 55%t0 61%. Indigenous
peopleaccount for 25% of al adultsinthe NT, but the Indigenous share of total incomeisonly
11%. Thelndigenousshare of incomefrom employment (excluding CDEP) isonly 4% (John
Taylor ANU, Indigenous Economic ForumMarch 2003).

I ndigenous unemployment in Alice Springsis 16.3% (compared to 2.9% in the non-Indigenous
population). Thelabour force participation ratefor Indigenous people (including CDEPas
unemployed) isonly 28.4% of their population, compared to 75.6% of the non-1ndigenous
population. (Indigenous Employment and Training at theAlice Springs Desert Park: G Phelps
andT. Linn 2003)

Education

In 1999 the attendancerate at secondary school within the Central Region was 73.5%, lower
thanthe NT average of 78.8% (ABS2000). Retentionratesto Year 12 for studentsarethe
lowest nationally, 42% NT compared to 71% nationally (ASTC 2000). In 1998, 26% of the
total clientsinvocational education and training werefrom the Central Region (ABS2000).
AcrosstheNT in 1998 14%of I ndigenous students had progressed from Year 8to Year 12,
compared with 80% of non-indigenous students (L earning Lessons 1999). TheLearning
Lessons(1999) review statesthat Year 7 level English literacy and numeracy areanecessary
minimum for effectivefunctioningin thewider Australian society, however they found that
eleven —sixteen-year-old studentsin remote | ndigenous school were averaging around Year2-
3. Theimpact of theselow level sof literacy on Indigenous peopl e securing employment are
evident.

Inthe 1996 Census 10% of the NT Indigenous popul ation reported they had never attended
school (d' Espaignet et a 1998).
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Health

Alice SpringsHospital isa 164 bed teaching hospita that servicesthe Central Australian
region. During 2001-2002 the averagelength of stay increased from 3.48t0 3.86 days.
Indigenous patients occupied 77% of theavailablebeds. Indigenous patientsalsotended to
haverdatively longer hospital staysthan do non-Indigenouspatients. Theneed for rena
diaysistreatments continuesto grow, therate of growth for 2001/2002 was 19% with the
number of Indigenousclientsescalating at adisproportionaterate. Thefive primary reasons
for non-Indigenous hospita stayswere pregnancy and childbirth, musculoskeletal system,
digestive system, circulatory system and respiratory system—inthat order. For Indigenous
patientsthe primary reasonswererespiratory system, pregnancy and childbirth, digestive
system, newbornsand other neonates, muscul oskeletal system—inthat order (Territory Health
ServicesAnnua Report 2001/2002).

Theoverdl death ratefor the Indigenous populationismorethan twicethat for thetota
Audtrdian population. Therehasbeen animprovement inlife expectancy of both Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Territoriansover thelast 15 years. Thedifference betweenthetwo
groupsreduced from 19.1to 16.3 yearsfor malesand from 26.1to 16.7 yearsfor females.
IntheNT, Indigenousinfant mortality hasdeclined, in 1981 to 1983 therewere 31.3 infant
deathsper 1000 live birthsand in 1997 to 2000 therate reduced to 16.9. However the
Indigenousinfant mortality rateisstill almost 4 timesthenon Indigenousrate (THS Annual
Report 2001/2002).

Thedeathratefor NT Indigenouschildren aged 1to 14 yearsis5.6 timesthenationd rate
whilethedeath ratefor NT Indigenousyoung peopleaged 15—24 yearsis2.3timesthe
national rate. (d’' Espaignet, et al. 1998).

AnNT Indigenous postneonate (4 weeksto 12 months) isabout seventimesmorelikely to be
admitted to hospital than an NT non-Indigenous postneonate. NT Indigenous postneonates
had an average of 2.7 conditions associ ated with each episode of hospital admission
comparedto 1.7 for NT non-indigenous neonates (d’ Espaignet, et al. 1998).

Thefertility ratefor NT Indigenouswomen ishighest amongst the 15-24 year age group,
compared to the 25-34 year agegroup for NT non-Indigenouswomen. NT Indigenous
femalesaged |essthan 15 yearswere 32 timesmorelikely to give birth than non-Indigenous
fema esof thesameage (d' Espaignet, et al. 1998).
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Indigenousyoung people aged 15to 24 yearsare 15 timesmorelikely to havean ST
compared with non-1ndigenousyoung people. Theincidenceof STI'sintheNT is
sgnificantly higher thanintherest of Austraia Non-Indigenous Territoriansinthisage
rangearetwiceaslikely to havean STI and Indigenous Territoriansin thisagerange are 33
timesmorelikely to havean STl asother Australiansin thisagerange (d' Espaignet, et al.
1998).

Remoteareasare serviced by 31 hedlth clinics, with funding coming from avariety of
sources. Not all of theseclinicsare permanently staffed, with DHCS providing amobile
serviceto some. Approximately five of theseclinicshavearesident Genera Practitioner
(THS Annual report 2001/2002).

Child Protection

Therehasbeen asteadily increasing demand for Family and Children’s Servicesin both the
urban and remote areas of Central Australia. Acrossprogram areas caseshaveincreased by
72% over aoneyear period. Inaddition to thisthe number of childrenin out of homecare
hasal soincreased, in 1997 the average was between 30-40 children, in 2002 this number
was between 50-60 children (FACSAnnual Report June 2002). At 30 June 2002 therewere
226 childreninthe Care of the Minister, of these 59% were of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Idander descent (THS Annual Report 2001-2002).

Territory childrenin general aremorelikely toliveinarura or remotearea, speak Englishasa
second language, have high mobility both within and outside of the Territory and beamember
of ablended family or asinglefamily with no acknowledged father. Indigenouschildrenare
morelikely to begrowingupinlarger families, with lower incomes, more crowded homesand
poorer health outcomes. (DHCS Caring for Territory Children 2002).

Housing

Thewait timesfor al public housing have steadily increased over the past two yearswhileat
the sametimethe number of dwellingsbe ng vacated hasreduced significantly. InJanuary
2003, thewait timefor a3 bedroom homewas 34 months, for a2 bedroom was 19 months
andfor a1 bedroom (pensioner) 20 months. I1ndigenoustenants made up 35% of public
housing tenantsin June 2002. At the sametime Seniorsmade up 38.74%. (Information
supplied by Territory Housing April 2003).
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In 2001 the NT home ownership was 42% compared to aNational average of 66%. As
at January 2003 the average sale price of asingle detached dwellingin Alice Springswas
$205 359 (increase of 21% over 2.5 years) for the same period ahomeunit’saveragesae
pricewas $118 937 (decrease of 8% over 2.5 years). (Information supplied by Territory
Housing April 2003). Asat March 2003 the minimum rent for a3 bedroom privately
rented housein Alice Springswas $260.00 (Real Estate Agent Alice Springs).

A largeproportion of Indigenouspeoplelivingin Alice Springs, approximately 1500, live
on 18 special purpose leases otherwise known astown camps. Theseleasesare serviced
by Tangentyere Council. Much of the housing stock on town campswould be considered
bel ow average by most sectionsof the community (AT SICAlice Springs Regiona Council
Annua Report 2001-2002 and Tangentyere Council Annua Report 2001-2002).

According to the Indigenous Housing Association Northern Territory (IHANT) 13% of
Indigenous householdswereliving inimprovised dwellings, such astentscompared to 5%
of non-Indigenoushouseholds. For theNT Indigenous population therewas 5.4 people
living in ahouse comparedto 2.7 for the NT non-Indigenous population. The Community
Housing and I nfrastructure Needs Survey conducted in 1999 determined that; 30% of
Indigenous housing stock needed repair or replacement; 35% of the Indigenouspopulation
livein communitiesaffected by water restrictionsand 50% of | ndigenouscommunitieswere
affected by sewerage overflowsor leakages.

According to a national Youth Homelessness study conducted in 2001 the Northern
Territory has the highest rate of youth homelessness (69 per 1,000) amongst 12 to
18 year olds as well as the highest rate nationally of youth homelessness among
secondary students. The NT had a rate of 37 per 1000 secondary students,
compared to 15 for QLD and 14 for Tasmania and ACT. Of these 49% were aged 14
years or younger, 44% were 15-16 years, 6% were 17-18 years an 1% were 19years
or older. If those not attending secondary school are included then the rate of youth
homelessness can be expected to rise. (Youth Homelessness 2001 RMIT University)
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Community Safety

In 1999 therewere 39 police officersfor every 10 000 peopleinthe Central Region (ABS
2000). Alice Springs housesthe main Southern Region Police Station. Remoteareasare
serviced by 8 police stationslocated in thefollowing strategic areas, Harts Range,
Hermannsburg, Kulgera, Papunya, SantaTeresa, Ti Tree, Yuendumu, Yulara.

During 2002 there were 3765 property offencesand 1043 offences against the person
recorded by Police. During the quarter September 2002 to end of December 2002 the
following crimeswererecorded:

« 231 recorded assault offences, up 15% on the previous quarter (201), downyear to
date on previousyear by 21% (544 compared to 432)

e 19recorded sexua assaults, (thisnumber included multiple offencesagainst the same
victim and involving the same perpetrator), up 375% onthe previous quarter (14),
down year to date on previousyear by 18% (28 compared to 23)

* 61recorded house break-ins, up 61% on previous quarter, down year to date on
previousyear by 42% (171 compared to 99)

e 49recorded commercia break ins, up 40% on previous quarter, down year to date on
previousyear (115 compared to 84)

» 73recorded motor vehicletheft and related offences, no change on the previous
quarter, down year to date on previousyear by 9% (160 compared to 146)

e 317 recorded offencesof property damage, down 6% on previous quarter, down year
to date on previousyear by 25% (872 compared to 653)

(Officeof CrimePrevention NT Quarterly Crimeand Justice Statistics | ssue 2: December

Quarter 2002)

In comparisonto therest of Australiathe Northern Territory hasover twicetherate of
assaults, 1.7 timestherate of sexual assaults, higher rates of unlawful entry and theft and
lower ratesof motor vehicletheft (ABS Catalogue4510). Inthe NT Indigenousyoung
people aged 1524 yearsare over 8timesmorelikely than other young Australianstodie
from homicide. Theratesof suicidefor young peopleintheNorthern Territory aged 15—
24 are 45 per 1,000 compared with 29 per 1,000 for other young Australians (Shifting the
Balance- Servicesfor Peoplewith Mentd IlInessin Central Australia, 1999).
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During 2002 Alice Springs Police recorded 1532 offences committed in Alice Springsthat
wereattributed tojuvenile offenders. Theseoffenceswere committed by 325 juvenileswith
an estimated core group of 50 responsiblefor the mgority of these (Alice SpringsPolice).

Alice Springshasthe principa maximum security facility for theNT. TheAlice Springs
Correctiona Centre (ASCC) housesamaximum of 400 prisoners, 316 inthemain facility and
84 inthelow/open security cottagefacility. TheASCCisableto houseboth maleandfemae
prisoners, remand and sentenced (NTCS Annual report 2000/2001). From September 2002
to December 2002 thedaily average of prisonersinthe NT was 715, Indigenous prisoners
represented 73% of that population. Thedaily average number of female prisonersis 3% of
thetota population (Office of CrimePrevention NT Quarterly Crimeand Justice Statistics
Issue 2: December Quarter 2002).

In comparisonto therest of Australiathe Northern Territory hasover twicetherate of
assaults, 1.7 timestherate of sexual assaults, higher rates of unlawful entry and theft and
lower ratesof motor vehicletheft (ABS Catalogue4510). Inthe NT Indigenousyoung
peopleaged 1524 yearsarelesslikely to diefrom suicidethan other young Australians
but over 8timesmorelikely to diefromhomicide.

During 2002 Alice Springs Police recorded 1532 offences committed in Alice Springsthat
wereattributed tojuvenile offenders. These offenceswerecommitted by 325 juveniles
with an estimated core group of 50 responsiblefor the mgority of these (Alice Springs
Police).

Alice Springshasthe principa maximum security facility for theNT. TheAlice Springs
Correctional Centre (ASCC) housesamaximum of 400 prisoners, 316 inthemainfacility
and 84 inthelow/open security cottagefacility. TheASCCisableto houseboth maleand
femal e prisoners, remand and sentenced (NTCS Annual report 2000/2001). From
September 2002 to December 2002 the daily average of prisonersinthe NT was 715,
Indigenous prisonersrepresented 73% of that population. Thedaily average number of
female prisonersis 3% of thetota population (Officeof CrimePrevention NT Quarterly
Crimeand Justice Statistics I ssue 2: December Quarter 2002).

Alice Springsa so hasashort term Juvenile Holding Centre. The capacity of thiscentreis
10 detainees of both sexes, withamaximum 4 daysholding. TheAlice SpringsJuvenile
Holding Centrewas established in 1998 asan alternatejuvenile detention centreto the
Policecdlsor ASCC. If juvenilesareremanded or sentenced for longer than 4 days, they
aretransferred to the Don Da e Juvenile Detention Centrein Darwin (Northern Territory
Correctiona ServicesAnnua Report 2000/2001). Between September 2002 and
December 2002 the daily average number
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Alcohol

IN 1998-1999 the Central Region had 105 (24.5%) of the 429 liquor outletsintheNT (ABS
2000) compared to approx 19.7% of thetotal NT population. Inthe5 yearsto 1998-99 the
number of litrespurchased per capitain the Central Regionwas 19 litres, the second highest
of theregionsafter Katherine. Almost one-third (32) of therestricted areasintheNT arein
Central region, with 17 of thesein the Tanami (ABS 2000).

Alcohol Restrictionswereimplemented within Alice Springson 1% April 2002. Preliminary
resultsfromthe Alcohol Restrictions Evaluation Reference Group are positivein respect to
reducing harm associated with alcohol misuse. Resultsindicatethat during thisperiod there
has been; a10% reduction in alcohol related assaults; 28% fewer Protective Custodies, a
15% reduction in alcohol related ambulance call outs; 16% fewer a cohol rel ated presentations
tothe ASH Emergency Department and 7% fewer at CongressMedical Clinic.
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Appendix B

RISK FACTORS

Child Factors | Family Factors | School Context Life Events Community and Cultural Factors
-prematurity Parental -school failure -divorceand family| -socioeconomic

-low birthweight | Characteristics: -normativebeliefs | break up disadvantage
-disability -teenagemothers | about aggression -war or natural -population density
-prenatal brain -single parents -deviant peer disasters and housing conditions
damage -psychiatric group -death of afamily | -urbanarea
-lowintelligence | disorder, especialy| -bullying member -neighbourhood
-difficult depression -peer rejection violenceand crime
temperament -substance abuse | -poor attachment -cultural norms
-chronicillness -criminality to school concerning violenceas
-insecure -antisocial models | -inadequate acceptable
attachment Family behaviour -media portrayal of
-poor problem environment: management violence

solving -family violence -lack of support
-beliefs about -marital discord services

aggression -disorganised -socia or cultural
attributions -negative discrimination

-poor social skills | interaction/ social

-low self esteem | isolation

-lack of empathy | -largefamily size

-dienation -family

-hyperactivity / | disharmony

disruptive -father absence

behaviour -long term parental

-impulsivity unemployment

Parenting Style
-poor supervision
and monitoring of
child

-discipline style
(harsh or
inconsistent)
-rejection of child
-abuse

-lack of warmth
and affection
-low involvement
inchild’sactivities
-neglect
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PROTECTIVE FACTORS

Child Factors | Family Factors | School Context LifeEvents Community and Cultural Factors
-socia -supportive -positive school -meeting -access o support
competence caring parents dimate significant person services
-social skills -family harmony | _prosocial peer -moving to new -community networking
-aboveaverage | -more than two group area -aItachm_ent to the
intelligence years between “responsibility -opportunities at community
-attachment to | siblings and required critical turning -participation in a
family -responsibility helpfulness points or major church or other
-empathy for chores or -sense of life transitions community group
-problem solving| required belonging/ -communi ty / cgltural
-optimism helpfulness bonding norms against violence
-school -secure and stable ~opportunities for -astrong cultural
achievement family Some success at identity and ethnic
-easy -supportive school and pride
temperament relationship with | recognition of
-internal locus of | other adult achievernent
control -small family size | _school norms
-moral beliefs -strong family concerning
-values norms and violence
-self related morality
cognition
-good coping
style
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Appendix C

Family environment: large
family, overcrowding,
poor housing, premature
death of parents/adults

|dentified Risks Related Strategies Areasfor Action
Pre-school: low Secondary Education Increasing
parenta education Review (DEET) participation and
Educationand | |evels, poor preparation | Employment and Training | successin education
Employment | for school Strategy (DEET)
School: failure, non- NT Indigenous Education
attendance, poor Strategic Plan (DEET)
atachment, bullying, Increasing accessto
peer rejection, anti- Student Enrolment, employment
socia per group Attendanceand Retention
Strategy (DEET)
Employment: poor
transition to work, poor
work skills, lack of
opportunitiesfor
employment,
unemployment
Parents. young, Sngle Domesticand Early Identification
o parents, parental Aborigind Family & Intervention of
FamilyLife | depression, substance | Violence Strategies childrenandyoung
use, anti-socia (DCM) peoplewho are at
behaviour, violence, risk
unemployment Review of theHousing
Actandhousing
Poor parenting: poor policies(DCDSCA) Programsfor
Supervisonand Familiesof
discipline, abuse/neglect, children andyoung
rejecting/unaffectionate peoplewho are at

risk

Housng
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Physcd hedth: low NT Childrenand Functioningand
birthweight, prenatal | Young People's reslient
Health and brain damage, Hedth Policy individuds
Well Being malnutrition, disability, | (DHCYS)
chronicillness,
substancemisuse Thelllicit Drugs
Taskforce Report
Psychologica (DHCYS)
functioning: poor socid
skills, low self-esteem, | Menta Hedlth
lack of empathy/poor | ServicesSystem
attachment, Development
hyperactivity/ Strategy (DHCS)
impulsvity, low
intelligence,
aggresson/depression
Socio-economic NT Junior SportsPlan | Diversonfromthe
dissdvantage: over  |(DCDSCA) Crimind Justice
Socid Connection| crowded & poor Sysem
within a housing, lack of Wholeof Government
SefeCommunity | services, CrimePrevention
discrimination, lack of | Strategy (Dod)
community pride Building community
Youthat Risk Strategy | cohesion
Socid fragmentation:  |(DoJ, DHCS, DEET)
neighbourhood
violenceand crime,
culturd norms
accepting violence
and abuse, limited
recregtiond
opportunities
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Appendix D

Consultationsundertaken and related strategiesand reports

Some of the major consultations undertaken:

NT Police Youth at Risk Workshop, Alice Springs, June 2003

Youth At Risk Task Force, Alice Springs, 2003

Audtrdian Ingtitute of Criminology, Crime Prevention Forum, Alice Springs, July 2003
Centra Australian Young Peopl €' sInformation Network, ongoing

AICCA Funding Workshop, Alice Springs, November 2003

Related Northern Territory Government Srategies
Theexisting Srategies/reportsinclude:

Building aBetter Futurefor Young Territorians (DCM)
Thelllicit Drugs Taskforce Report (DHCYS)

Domesticand Aborigina Family Violence Strategies (DCM)
NT Indigenous Education Strategic Plan (DEET)

Student Enrolment, Attendance and Retention Strategy (DEET)

Strategiescurrently being devel oped:

NT Childrenand Young People sHed th Policy (DHCS)
Secondary Education Review (DEET)

Employment and Training Stirategy (DEET)

NT Junior SportsPlan (DCDSCA)

Major review of Public Transport (DIPE)

Wholeof Government Crime Prevention Strategy (DoJ)
Review of the Housing Act and housing policies(DCDSCA)
Youth at Risk Strategy (DoJ, DHCS, DEET)

Children’sand Young People' sHedth Policy (DHCS)

Mental Health Services System Devel opment Strategy (DHCS)
Caring for Our Children—reform of the Child Protection system and review of the
Community WelfareAct (DHCS)

Review of the Juvenile Justice Act (DoJ)
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