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Youth Pa rlia ment  is a  non-p a rt isa n a dvoca cy a nd  lea dership  p rogra m run by young p eop le, for young 

p eop le. Youth Pa rlia ment  is the Y's Fla gship  Youth Progra m, delivered  a cross Aust ra lia , since the f irst  

Youth Pa rlia ment  in Brisba ne in 1963. 

The p rogra m sup p orts young p eop le to g row their conf idence, build  connect ions w ith other young 

p eop le, inc rea se their lea dership  a nd  tea mwork ca p a b ilit ies, a nd  increa se their know ledge a nd  future 

p a rt ic ip a t ion in c ivic  enga gement  a nd  democra cy. 

The 2025 Northern Territory Youth Pa rlia ment  of fered  the op p ortunity for young p eop le to rep resent  

their loca l school, counc il or orga nisa t ion a s a  Youth Pa rlia menta ria n. Young Territoria ns worked  

together to develop  a  b ill or p et it ion on a n issue tha t  a f fec ts them a nd  their community in the Northern 

Territory which they deba ted  over the week of Youth Pa rlia ment . 

When not  a t  Pa rlia ment  House, Youth Pa rlia menta ria ns sta yed  a t  the Micha el Long Lea dership  a nd  

Lea rning  Centre a nd  enga ged  in holist ic  a nd  exp erient ia l p ersona l, lea dership  a nd  community 

develop ment  sessions. 

The p rogra m wa s fa c ilita ted  by a  tea m of ded ica ted  volunteers a nd  the Y's Youth Lea dership  tea m.

About  Youth Pa rlia ment

We a re p lea sed  to sha re tha t  a ll Bills p a ssed  the 2025 Youth Pa rlia ment  a nd  a ll Pet it ions were 

successfully ta b led . 

Bills a nd  Pet it ions

Youth Scrut iny Commit tee 
Ac t  2025

Young Ca rers Ident if ica t ion 
Ac t  2025

Crimina l Code Amendment  (Age of 
Crimina l Responsib ilit y) Ac t  2025

Senior Student  Wellbeing 
Ac t  2025

Youth Just ice Reform 
Act  2025

Pet it ion: Access to Sa fe 
Drinking Wa ter

Pet it ion: Tenna nt  Creek 
Youth Hostel

Na t iona l Ma t ter of Pub lic  
Importa nce: Women's Hea lthca re

Youth Homelessness a nd  Housing 
Ac t  2025

Actua lly rea lising  how powerful my voice is a nd  lea rning how to spea k w ith 
convic t ion, espec ia lly when ta lking  a bout  something I a m pa ssiona te a bout . 

I rea lised  tha t  I ca n push pa st  t he nerves of pub lic  spea king a nd  cont rol my 
voice a nd  how peop le perceive my words. It  ma de me feel powerful a nd  

conf ident , a nd  like I could  rea lly push for cha nge using my voice.
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Youth 
Pa rlia menta ria ns29 Volunteers & 

Progra m Sta f f20
Bills, 
Pet it ions 
+ Mot ions09 Youth Press 

Ga llery03 Months 
p rogra m 
length10

A huge cha nge for me wa s sha ring  my 
op inions a nd  beliefs pub lic ly whilst  

being supported  a nd  hea rd  f rom those 
a round  me. 

It  wa s a ma zing ra ising  a wa reness on 
issues spec ia l to me a nd  hea ring  those 
sha re theirs. This wa s something I ha d  

never experienced  before a nd  a m 
overjoyed  f rom the experience.

9%

The fo llow ing demogra p hics were recorded  f rom self ident if ica t ion. Permission received  to sha re this.

LGBTQIASB+ Cult ura lly and / or 
Linguist ica lly 

Diverse

50% 16% 9%
Have a  d isab ilit y 

or chronic  
cond it ion

Aborig ina l 
and / or Torres 
St ra it  Islander

Representa t ion of d iverse ident it ies
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Regiona l a nd  geogra phica l rep resenta t ion

Cent ra l  
(Mpa rntwe 

Alice Sp rings)
Da rw inBa rkly Regiona l 

Da rw in

65% 9%7% 7%12%
Pa lmerston

13 of t he 25 elec tora tes rep resented

BRAITLINGPORT DARWIN WANGURIARALUEN

CASUARINA DRYSDALE NIGHTCLIFFSANDERSON

KARAM AFONG LIM JOHNSTON NELSON BARKLY
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The youth is t he future of Aust ra lia  a nd  w ithout  t hem, we a re nothing but  a  sta gna nt  
soc iet y. This is why we must  cha nge. Beca use no essa y, no exa m, no number on a  
pa ge should  ever worth more tha n a  young person's life.

Sta nd  out  
moments 

f rom #YP25

This is not  us a sking for spec ia l t rea tment . We a re simp ly a sking for fa irness. We a re 
a sking for t he sa me respec t  t ha t  other groups in soc iet y get  when leg isla t ion is 
ma de a bout  t hem. Spea ker, we w ill look ba ck on this moment  a nd  a sk whether we 
succeeded  in build ing  a  voice for t he future, or whether we fa iled , whether we 
ignored  it . Pa ss this b ill. Give young peop le the power to sha pe the Territory t hey w ill 
inherit . And  to our MLAs -  to t ruly govern for t he future, you must  let  t he future spea k.

-  Ad journment  Sp eech by Ash, on the top ic  of a ca demic  p ressure a nd  suic ide

-  Closing  a rgument  by Nokthor in the Youth Scrut iny Commit tee b ill deba te

-  Ad journment  Sp eech by Pa t ric ia , on the top ic  of f ina nc ia lly indep endent  youth 

No teena ger should  ha ve to fea r evic t ion, hunger, or exha ust ion while keep ing up  
w ith school. No teena ger should  ha ve to choose surviva l over t heir childhood , over 
opportunit ies, over t heir own growth. By a cknow ledg ing a nd  a c t ing  on this rea lit y, we 
p rotec t  t he vulnera b le a nd  invest  in a  genera t ion tha t  deserves the cha nce to t hrive. 
I urge the Assemb ly to consider polic ies a nd  init ia t ives tha t  recognise the unique 
cha llenges fa ced  by f ina nc ia lly independent  a nd  neg lec ted  youth. Let  us ensure tha t  
young peop le a re supported , not  a ba ndoned , in t he pursuit  of  t heir futures.
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Young p eop le in the Northern Territory a re underrep resented  in elec tora l a nd  p olit ica l rep resenta t ion, 
both sta t ist ica lly a nd  when comp a red  to na t iona l benchma rks. While 16 to 24 yea r o lds ma ke up  
a p p roxima tely 7% of the Northern Territory's p op ula t ion, this is not  rep resented  in the a vera ge a ge of 
loca l counc illors or the Leg isla t ive Assemb ly.

Joining the Youth Pa rlia ment  Progra m ha s 
ta ught  me the importa nce of being a  

good  listener, not  only a  good  spea ker. 

Beca use everyone ha d  the cha nce to 
sha re their idea s, a nd  I t ruly enjoyed  

support ing  a nd  cheering  for t he voices 
a nd  va lues they stood  for. Hea r, Hea r!

Why is Youth Pa rlia ment  needed?

Young peop le in t he NT a re 
underrepresent ed  in elec t ora l and  polit ica l 
rep resent a t ion, bot h st a t ist ica lly and  when 
compared  t o na t iona l benchmarks.

16 -  24 = 13%
yea r olds

of  t he 
Nort hern 
Territ ory 's 
popula t ion

33NT's youngest  
sit t ing  member is

Da ta  a ccessed  f rom: Northern Territory Youth St ra tegy 2023 to 2033; 
'Rep ort ing  on the Elec tora l Roll', Sep tember Qua rter 2023 -  Aust ra lia n 
Elec tora l Commission; 'Voter enrolment  a nd  p a rt ic ip a t ion', Interim Rep ort , 
2019; Story of our Child ren a nd  Young Peop le -  Dep a rtment  of Chief 
Minister a nd  Ca b inet , 2021, Northern Territory Elec tora l Commission -  
Annua l Rep ort  2023-2024

Aust ra lian Elec t ora l 
Commission (AEC) 
enrolment  
benchmark

95%

79.8%
16 t o 24 yea rs 

enrolment  
ra t e for NT

Na t iona l Yout h 
Enrolment  ra t e

Ot her st a t es and  
t errit ories average

90.2%

97%

This da ta  ident if ies a  need  for more mea ning ful p rogra ms tha t  enga ge young Territoria ns in c ivics a nd  
c it izenship  in a  wa y tha t  is releva nt  loca lly a nd  ind ividua lly, whilst  p rovid ing  op p ortunit ies a nd  
p a thwa ys for young p eop le to excel a s indep endent , community-minded  a nd  hea lthy a dults.

Northern Territory's Youth St ra tegy 2023 to 2033 p rovides a  f ra mework for the Northern Territory Youth 
Pa rlia ment  to set  goa ls yea r-on-yea r to cont ribute to imp roving  the lived  rea lit ies a nd  sta t ist ics for 
young Territoria ns to mea ning fully cont ribute to dec ision ma king , now a nd  for genera t ions to come.

91.9%NT enrolment
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How ma ny more child ren must  we lose to genera t iona l cyc les beca use we ha ve 
fa iled  to g ive them the support  t hey need? In t he w ise words of a n Af rica n p roverb : 
When child ren don?t  feel t he wa rmth of a  villa ge, t hey w ill burn it  down to feel it . 
Just  in ca se you don?t  know, child ren in Tenna nt  Creek burnt  down our loca l IGA 
superma rket  a  few yea rs ba ck. I t hink tha t  sa ys enough.

Sta nd  out  
moments 

f rom #YP25

-  Pet it ion Sp eech by Sha kina , for the Tenna nt  Creek Youth Hostel Pet it ion
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A feedba ck survey wa s conducted  before a nd  a f ter the p rogra m covering  three key top ics: 

- Civic  Knowledge

- Sense of Belong ing  a nd  Connect ion

- Voice a nd  Lea dership

Pa rt ic ip a nts a nswered  quest ions on a  sca le ra ng ing  f rom st rong ly d isa gree to st rong ly a gree. 

23 of the 32 young p a rt ic ip a nts comp leted  the imp a ct  survey. 

The fo llow ing p a ges ha ve a  comp a rison of p re a nd  p ost  p rogra m survey results. Highlighted  below 

a re some of the highlights tha t  demonst ra te the p osit ive imp a ct  of Youth Pa rlia ment .

Progra m Outcomes

of Youth Pa rlia menta ria ns feel 
supported  by those a round  
them to be who they a re92%

of Youth Pa rlia menta ria ns believe 
young peop le should  ha ve more 
sa y in dec isions tha t  a f fec t  t hem  95%

of Youth Pa rlia menta ria ns believe their 
experiences a nd  ident it y ma t ter when it  
comes to sha p ing dec isions in soc iet y   91%
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Sense of belong ing a nd  connec t ion
Pa rt ic ip a nts were a sked  to a nswer the fo llow ing quest ions on a  sca le ra ng ing  f rom st rong ly d isa gree 
to st rong ly a gree:

1. I feel connected  to my community
2. I feel sa fe to exp ress who I a m a nd  my op inions 
3. I feel like I belong in sp a ces where dec isions a re ma de  
4. I feel c lose a nd  connected  to the other p eop le on the p rogra m 
5. I feel sup p orted  by those a round  me to be who I a m 
6. I know other young p eop le who a re p a ssiona te a bout  cha nge  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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ro
g
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m

P
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-p
ro

g
ra

m
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Voice a nd  lea dership
Pa rt ic ip a nts were a sked  to a nswer the fo llow ing quest ions on a  sca le ra ng ing  f rom st rong ly d isa gree 
to st rong ly a gree:

1. I feel conf ident  sp ea king  up  a bout  issues tha t  ma t ter to me 
2. I feel conf ident  to a sk for help  if needed   
3. When I sp ea k up  or sha re a n op inion, I feel hea rd   
4. I feel conf ident  to be a  lea der  
5. I feel conf ident  working  in a  tea m or lea d ing  a  group   
6. I feel like I ca n be my t rue self 
7. I believe young p eop le should  ha ve more sa y in dec isions tha t  a f fec t  them  

P
o

st
-p

ro
g

ra
m

P
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-p
ro

g
ra

m

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Civic  know ledge

P
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Pa rt ic ip a nts were a sked  to a nswer the fo llow ing quest ions on a  sca le ra ng ing  f rom st rong ly d isa gree 
to st rong ly a gree:

1. I I know how to vote a nd  understa nd  how elec t ions work 
2. I a m a wa re of how loca l, Territory a nd  Na t iona l Governments work 
3. I know how to c rea te cha nge through community a c t ion eg . a rt , soc ia l med ia , events 
4. I believe a dults a nd  dec ision-ma kers ta ke young p eop le seriously  
5. I ca re a bout  susta ina b ility a nd  p rotec t ing  Country for future genera t ions 
6. Pa rt ic ip a t ing  in Youth Pa rlia ment  w ill help  me develop  skills I ca n use in study or work  
7. I believe my exp eriences a nd  ident ity ma t ter when it  comes to sha p ing  dec isions in soc iety 
8. I ca n see myself running  for a  lea dership  or p olit ica l p osit ion in the future (Loca l, Territory or 

Na t iona l)   
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Progra m Sponsors a nd  Supporters: 

The Northern Territory Government  -  Off ice of Youth Af fa irs, The Phillip s Founda t ion, Qa nta s Reg iona l 

Gra nts, Co-Ground , a nd  the Airp ort  Develop ment  Group , Dep a rtment  of the Leg isla t ive Assemb ly

Pa rt ic ipa nt  Sponsors: 

On the Sa me Pa ge Consult ing , Ca rers NT, Dep a rtment  of Educa t ion a nd  Tra ining , La urie Zio MLA, 

Just ine Da vis MLA, Ka t  McNa ma ra  MLA

Pa t ron: 

His Honour Professor The Honoura b le Hugh Hegg ie PSM

MLAs who cha ired  sessions or ga ve speeches during  the Youth Sit t ing  Week: 

The Hon. Robyn La mb ley, Sp ea ker of the House, Member for Ara luen, Hon. Jinson Cha rls, Minister for 

Youth, Seniors a nd  Equa lity, Member for Sa nderson, La urie Zio MLA, Member for Fa nnie Ba y, Ma t thew 

Kerle MLA, Member for Bla in, Just ine Da vis MLA, Member for Johnston, Dhera n Young MLA, Member 

for Da ly, Ka t  McNa ma ra  MLA, Member for Nightc lif f, Hon. Jo Hersey, Minister for Educa t ion a nd  

Tra ining , Member for Ka therine, Oly Ca rlson MLA, Member for Wa nguri, Selena  Uibo, Lea der of the 

Op p osit ion, Gera rd  Ma ley, Dep uty Chief Minister (sp oke a t  Op ening  Ceremony)

Our va lued  volunteers a nd  p rogra m sta f f : 

Jordy Hump hreys, Pa t rik Ra lp h, Elo ise At terton, Jesse Ra sheed , Lucy McDona ld , Demi 

Villa rea l-Schlick, Lubna  Fa t ima , Ma noj Tha p a , Ha ma ni Ta ng inoa , John Yusuf, Step h Burgess ? 

NTCOSS, Stella  Whip py ? Sta rs Founda t ion, And rew Teece ? Alp urrurula m Community School, Ca rlee 

Heise, Ta hlia  Biggs, Jona thon McDona ld , Leesa  Bryen, Jules Ga bor, a nd  Ma a li Bryen-Botha .

Mentors a nd  expert s who consulted  w ith young peop le: 

Sha hleena  Musk, Child ren?s Commissioner, Jeswynn Yoga ra tna m, Ant i-Discrimina t ion 

Commissioner,Rekisha  Sa tour a nd  Ma ry Kerr f rom Off ice of Child ren?s Commissioner, Vio let  Kenne 

f rom NT Shelter, Susa nne Meyers a nd  Ala nna h Ah Toy f rom Dep a rtment  of Educa t ion a nd  Tra ining , 

Hima nshu a nd  Isa bella  f rom hea dsp a ce, Emma  Ha rris f rom Off ice of Youth Af fa irs, Step h Burgess 

f rom NTCOSS, Kirsten Wilson f rom Just ice Reform Init ia t ive

Tha nk you to our sponsors a nd  supporters
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